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OSMYLIDJE.

Fore-wings, which tend to be somewhat falcate, with one
radial sector. The subcosta is confluent with the radius at
apex. The humeral cross-vein is not recurrent. Head with
three ocelli.

The Osmylidce have almost a world-wide distribution, but
are not recorded from North America. They are insects of
moderate size, found near water. Colour brown, wings often
spotted or marked with darker. The subfalcate wings are
characteristic (Plate III, Fig. 8). The sexes are similar.

The head has three ocelli and moniliform antennae which
are shorter than the wings. Prothorax longer than broad.
Wings with subcosta and radius confluent near pterostigma,
and other characters as above.

Eggs are laid near water, the egg being 1*5 mm. long, yellow-
ish-white, oval, with a white knob at the micropylar end. The
larva (Plate III, Pig. 9) is amphibious, of general Hemerobiid
shape, but with long, almost straight sucking spears. The
mandibles and maxillse are much elongated, curved upwards
and slightly outwards. The larva preys upon other insects
and lives among damp moss, etc., at or near the water's edge.
When almost full fed the larva hibernates, and in spring or
early summer an irregular rounded cocoon of silk is spun in
moss or debris. The imago is sluggish, only flying by day on
disturbance.

The family has been monographed by Kriiger in Stettincr Ent.
Ztg. 73 and 74, 1913.

We have only one British species, Osmylus chrysops. This
is mentioned by MacLachlan in his monograph of 1868.

No economic importance can be attributed to the Osmylidce.

BEROTHIDJE (including Trichomatidce).
Fore-wings  frequently falcate,   scales often present   on
wings.   Otherwise rather similar to Hemerobiidse.
The Berothidce are fairly generally distributed throughout
the world, but appear to be nowhere common.   They are